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Questions on the vindication of God’s character and law 
 

1. God was accused to be unjust, and also his laws for his intelligent creatures were unjust. 

 

 What possibilities did God principally have, to prove the contrary, and become vindicated 

concerning the justice of his character and of his laws? 

 What general possibilities would in an earthly or civil case of an accusation exist, in order to 

prove the accusations as false? 

 

(1)  A verbal vindication by the accused person himself (He tries to justify himself just by his 

own arguments!) 

 

In the case of God that would have been a verbal vindication by God Himself (God could 

have just argued against the devil!) 

 

(2)  A vindication by written witnesses or other means of proves that are available. 

 

The accused person could try to get written witnesses (documents) or other available pieces 

or means of proves to refute the accusations) 

 

In the case of God he could present written materials or other available means of proves for 

his justice and the justice of his laws! (What would that have eventually been?  I do  not 

think that this was possible for God!) 

 

(3)  A vindication by witnesses of eyes  (The accused person tries to refute the accusations by 

other persons, which are involved in the question) 

 

In the case of God he would need witnesses, who would be involved in the accusation! 

(The involved subjects are in this case God’s created intelligences = angels in heaven and 

people on earth!) 

 

(4)  A vindication by deeds. (The accused person could try to refute the accusation through 

further comportment, actions and attitudes !) 

 

In the case of God he could vindicate himself by his further actions towered his creatures.  

 

But what, if all his creatures would feel that God is unjust in what he does and demands of 

them? What, if no intelligent creature would acknowledge God’s self-presented 

justice? 

 

 Did God need the angels in heaven to vindicate His righteousness in heaven? 

 How could angels in heaven help God to vindicated His righteousness? 

 What had angels to do to vindicate God’s righteousness? (Obedience on their part!) 

 

This was necessary, because they were involved in the accusation of Satan! 

Satan did not only accuse that God would be unjust, but he also gave the reason for this, and this 

would be a law impossibly for angels to keep.  
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So how could this be proved as false, without the reaction of those, who are concerned by these 

laws? 

Which were the accusations and claims that Satan brought up before his open rebellion in 

heaven? 
 

 

 

A.  The accusations and claims that Satan brought up, before his open rebellion in 

heaven 
 

1.  God is an unjust, selfish, and tyrannical ruler 

 

2.  His laws are imperfect and erroneous. They would need a change and amelioration 

 

3.  God’s laws would be good for other populated worlds, but not for the angels in heaven.  

 

4.  Angels are perfect creatures and they cannot do something wrong 

 

5.  Obedience to the commandments of God are hindering the personnel freedom and the higher 

development of heavenly beings 

 

6.  The law of God could not be kept in all details for long terms of time. (Considering that even 

Satan kept God’s laws for a certain period of time in heaven, before his rebellion!) 

 

7.  God would not forgive angels that once rebelled against him 

 

8.  Satan finally claimed in heaven that he would build a better kingdom with better laws. 

 

As we see, the angels were fully included and involved in this accusations. At this time man on 

earth did not yet exist! So before we can speak of a vindication of God’s character and law, in 

which man on earth became eventually involved, we have to understand the vindication process in 

regard to the angels! 

So how could God refute all these accusations and claims of Satan without the participation of the 

angels He created?  
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B.  Satan’s accusations and claims against God after the fall of man on  

earth 
 

Satan adapted his accusations according to every new situation in God’s dealing with his people, 

with their sin, his law and the progressive revelation and accomplishment of his plan. So what new 

accusations brought he up against God after the fall of man and during the Old-Testament time? 

 

1.  By the fall of man God’s laws and his character would have been proved as being unjust, 

because man had proved that God’s law could not really be kept, but God would demand to 

obey it anyhow!      Satan had pointed to Adam's sin as proof that God's law was unjust, and 

could not be obeyed. DA 117 

 

2.  For Adam, from the beginning on, it would have been impossible to resist Satan and to stay 

faithful to God’s law 

 

3.  If the Son of God would come in a human nature to this earth he could be overcome exactly as 

Adam was overcome 

 

4.  Because human beings in their sinful nature could not keep the laws of God, these laws 

therefore need a change and an amelioration 

 

5.  The sinner could not be forgiven anymore. If God wants to abide just, he must destroy the 

sinner. 

 

6.  God would claim abandon of oneself, obedience and sacrifice that He himself would not be 

ready to manifest 

 

How could God refute these claims and vindicate His own justice and the justice of His law 

without man’s involvement in this process of vindication?  

But what role would man have to play in this process of vindication of God’s character? 

 

Would a just verbal acknowledgment of the justice of God’s character and His law by His children 

on earth be enough to refute Satan’s accusations? 

Could God really be justified without the reaction of His children to his law? What if no man 

would ever be able to really keep the law of God even for a certain span of time? 

Did God only expect perfect obedience from a perfect being as Adam was after his creation? 

Or did and still does God claim perfect obedience from even fallen men in their fallen sinful 

nature? So for what nature had Jesus to prove that the law could be kept? 

 

If God would only expect perfect obedience from an unfallen nature and not also from a fallen and 

sinful nature, then we would have to ask, why would we have to care about commandments of 

God at all?  

In that case we could never be taken in responsibility for our sins, or God would have to make a 

difference between laws that unfallen natures would have to keep, and laws, that fallen natures 

would have to keep.  

Do we have laws that God claims to be kept perfectly by fallen natures? Which ones are these?  

Did Jesus have to keep laws given for fallen natures or for unfallen natures?  
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But even if Jesus perfectly kept all the commandments given for fallen, sinful natures, would this 

be enough to vindicate God in his justice? It probably would be if Satan would be satisfied by this 

prove.  

But was he really satisfied by the fact that Jesus, as a man, kept perfectly the commandments of 

God? Was he finally put to silence in his accusations against God? 
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C. Satan’s accusations and claims after the death and resurrection of 

Christ 
 

As God went on revealing more fully his plan of salvation, Satan went on accusing and evoking 

according to the new situation. 

(The following accusations, claims or just statements have to be seen from the fact that many 

Christians are teaching and believing these things. So either this claims or statements are either 

inspired by God or by Satan! We would have to find this out as we go through these questions) 

 

1.  On the cross everything necessary for the final justification, redemption and atonement of 

sinners, and for the justification of God would have been accomplished. Everything that was 

necessary has been fulfilled by the life and death of Jesus. 

 

2.  The ministry of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary (holy place) would not be necessary anymore 

for the justification, atonement and reconciliation of the sinner. Everything for man’s 

redemption has already be accomplished on the cross. 

 

3.  The salvation of man and his final justification is based only on the event on the cross. Our 

final salvation is only based on justification or forgiveness of sin. The sanctification of the 

sinner, that is his perfect obedience to God’s law, would not be a needed condition for the final 

salvation, but it would only be a logic consequence of our love and faith in Jesus, but it would 

not be an absolute condition for the salvation of the sinner. 

 

4.  Good works and obedience are not really necessary, and are not a demanded condition for 

eternal life! 

 

5.  The law of God has been abolished by the cross of Jesus, because faith and grace nullify the 

law! 

 

6.  Jesus has manifested perfect obedience, and that’s why the sinner does not need to repeat it the 

same way anymore! 

 

7.  The fallen man even cannot really keep the law anymore. The death of Jesus and his saving 

sacrifice was not enough to really keep man from sinning. It even was not intended to that 

because it would be too difficult for a fallen man to perfectly keep the law anyhow! 

 

8.  Satan on one side pretends that Jesus, while he was on earth, was a sinner like we are, but on 

the other side he claims that Jesus could only be sinless because he was the Son of God and did 

not live in the same nature on earth as we are! (See the Catholic doctrine about Mary) 

 

9.  God is a God of mercy and he cannot let human beings get lost. He would always forgive his 

sins! The death of Jesus would even be the guarantee for that. 

 

10. On the other side Satan claims that God would not forgive anymore certain sins, even if man 

repents! 
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11. Jesus has already overcome Satan so the sinner does not need to overcome Satan anymore as 

Jesus did. He even would not be able to do that. 

 

12. The death of Jesus would have only the power to forgive sins and to blot them out of the 

heavenly book, but it is not sufficient to keep man completely away from sinning.  

 

13. The blood and power of Jesus is not enough to help man to resist every temptation and to help 

him to stay in a firm and close relationship with God so that he may not sin anymore and keep 

perfectly the laws of God. This would not even be necessary for the salvation and final 

justification and vindication of God! (see statement in early writings, about what Satan and his 

angels say about the effectiveness of the sacrifice of Jesus, as long as God’s children go in 

sinning) 

 

14. Even the children of God and new-born Christians would be under the law of sin as long as 

they life on earth! 

 

15. The fallen man cannot and need not become sinless in his sinless flesh. He does not need to 

really stop sinning in every detail because he would not be able to do it because of his sinful 

nature! 

 

16. There will never be a man in this sinful nature who would be really sinless. It means that a man 

that would really perfectly keep all the commandments of God, as long as he possesses here on 

earth his fallen nature. 

 

17. The sealing of the 144.000 does not mean to be moral sinless and be of a perfect character 

better than any real believer in past history. There will not be a real difference between the 

character and the spiritual state of the 144.000 at the end of the time and those believers who 

lived in past history. 

 

18. There is no difference between genuine believers who are ready for dying and those, who 

would be living at the time when probation closes and who would be translated out from the 

living when Christ would come. 

 

19. For the final vindication of His law and His righteous character God does not need a last 

generation church, which should prove that it would have been possible for every believer in 

history to keep perfectly the law of God, if they had the possibility of the knowledge of God as 

the last generation would have. Jesus already proved it and this would be enough. 

 

20. Satan could claim that God’s law can eventually be kept during a certain time by real strong, 

and spiritual good trained and privileged personalities, but not by every kind of person on this 

world.  

 

How would God refute all these arguments, which are brought up by Satan and also by all kind of 

men and Christians? Has it all be already refuted and accomplished by Jesus on earth and during his 

life on earth? 

 

 

Other Questions 
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 Was Jesus sealed while he was living on earth? Was there a difference between the state of 

sealing of Jesus and the state of sealing of the last generation? John 6:27 

 

 Jesus was living all his live on earth “without a mediator” in heaven, who would forgive an 

eventually sin He would commit. What would be the difference between Him, living without a 

mediator, and the final generation? Will there be a difference concerning the human nature of all 

these believers at this last time and the human nature of Christ while he was on earth? What 

difference would that be? 

If Christ’s nature on earth was higher than our nature during this last phase of earthly history, then 

these believers in the last generation would even prove to be more capable to resist Satan and sin 

than Jesus in his special and unique nature was!? I do not think that this could be possible, so there 

must at least be similarity in both natures. 

 

 

 How was Jesus tempted? Was Jesus really only tempted from without, and not also from within? 

(see Luk.4:1-2) 

 

 In what sense do we see Jesus as our perfect model and example? Is he our perfect model at all? 

 

 What about the promises to keep us in our temptations and help us not to fall in temptations but to 

resist?   DA 117-123 

 

 What about all the promises about overcoming of sins and perfect obedience even in OT-Time? 

 

 What about Dt. 6: 25 ? 

 

 What about God’s promises and His plan to be finally glorified by his people and even by his 

enemies? Hes. 36, 37 and 28 What’s the real meaning of that? 

 

Is that not the final demonstration model?   

 

 

Jesus and the OT- Sanctuary pattern 
 

What was the original sense and goal of the sanctuary on earth? 

 

“From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the bright and holy seraph to 

man, should be a temple for the indwelling of the Creator. Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a 

temple for God. Darkened and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer revealed the glory of the 

Divine One. (DA 161) 

 

What was the real meaning of the sanctuary and his pattern according to what Moses had to 

build the sanctuary? 

 

The real meaning of the sanctuary 
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The OT-sanctuary was not just an interesting and complicated building, but it was at the same time a 

perfect image for the character of Christ. But at the same time it should become also a perfect image 

for our character. As Jesus in His earthly life was to be a character in perfect accordance to the 

sanctuary of the heavenly pattern, now by the grace, and help of Jesus, and by the helping and 

renewing power of the Holy Spirit the church would also become a sanctuary, a living temple, 

according to the heavenly pattern! (Rom 12,1-2, 1. Cor. 3, 16+17: 1. Cor. 6, 19 + 20) 

 

E.G.White and the real sense of the building of the OT- tabernacle 

 

a)  The tabernacle a pattern of God’s holy and perfect character 

 

 “When Moses was about to build the sanctuary as a dwelling place for  God, he was directed to make 

all things according to the pattern shown him in the mount. Moses was full of zeal to do God's work; 

the most talented, skillful men were at hand to carry out his suggestions. Yet he was not to make a 

bell, a pomegranate, a tassel, a fringe, a curtain, or any vessel of the sanctuary, except according to 

the pattern shown him.  

God called him into the mount, and revealed to him the heavenly things. The Lord covered him with 

His own glory, that he might see the pattern, and according to it all things were made.  

So to Israel, whom He desired to make His dwelling place, He had revealed His glorious ideal of 

character. The pattern was shown them in the mount when the law was given from Sinai, and when 

the Lord passed by before Moses and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 

long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 

and transgression and sin." Ex. 34:6, 7  (DA. p.208) 

 

b)  The tabernacle as the heavenly pattern for the desired character Israel in OT-time 

 

 “When Moses was about to build the sanctuary as a dwelling place for  God, he was directed to make 

all things according to the pattern shown him in the mount. Moses was full of zeal to do God's work; 

the most talented, skillful men were at hand to carry out his suggestions. Yet he was not to make a 

bell, a pomegranate, a tassel, a fringe, a curtain, or any vessel of the sanctuary, except according to 

the pattern shown him.  

God called him into the mount, and revealed to him the heavenly things. The Lord covered him with 

His own glory, that he might see the pattern, and according to it all things were made.  

So to Israel, whom He desired to make His dwelling place, He had revealed His glorious ideal of 

character. The pattern was shown them in the mount when the law was given from Sinai, and when 

the Lord passed by before Moses and proclaimed, "The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 

long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 

and transgression and sin." Ex. 34:6, 7  (DA. p.208) 

. 

“God designed that the temple at Jerusalem should be a continual witness to the high destiny open to 

every soul. But the Jews had not understood the significance of the building they regarded with so 

much pride. They did not yield themselves as holy temples for the Divine Spirit. The courts of the 

temple at Jerusalem, filled with the tumult of unholy traffic, represented all too truly the temple of the 

heart, defiled by the presence of sensual passion and unholy thoughts. In cleansing the temple from 

the world's buyers and sellers, Jesus announced His mission to cleanse the heart from the defilement 

of sin,--from the earthly desires, the selfish lusts, the evil habits, that corrupt the soul. "The Lord, 

whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye 

delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of His coming? 

and who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: and He 
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shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 

gold and silver." Mal. 3:1-3. (DA 161) 

 

Israel failed to build its character in perfect accordance to the heavenly pattern. But Christ came and 

fulfilled it.  

 

c)  The tabernacle as the heavenly pattern for the character of Jesus on earth 

 

“God commanded Moses for Israel, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them" 

(Ex. 25:8), and He abode in the sanctuary, in the midst of His people. Through all their weary 

wandering in the desert, the symbol of His presence was with them. So Christ set up His tabernacle in 

the midst of our human encampment. He pitched His ten by the side of the tents of men, that He 

might dwell among us, and  make us familiar with His divine character and life. "The Word became 

flesh, and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from the 

Father), full of grace and truth." John 1:14  R.V. margin  (DA  p. 23) 

 

Jesus therefore did everything according to this heavenly pattern. Now the NT- church is called to 

accomplish what Israel by unfaithfulness and disobedience did not reach, but what Jesus accomplished 

in his earthly life and character in the form and nature of a spiritual human being in fallen human 

flesh. 

 

d)  The tabernacle a heavenly pattern for the desired character of the church 

 

“Israel had chosen their own ways. They had not builded according to the pattern; but  Christ, the 

true temple for God's indwelling, molded every detail of His earthly life in harmony with God's ideal. 

He said, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." Ps. 40:8. So our 

characters are to be builded "for an habitation of God through the Spirit." Eph. 2:22. And we are to 

"make all things according to the pattern," even Him who "suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 

ye should follow His steps." Heb. 8:5; 1 Peter 2:21. (DA p.208- 209) 

 

”In the cleansing of the temple, Jesus was announcing His mission as the Messiah, and entering 

upon His work. That temple, erected for the abode of the divine Presence, was designed to be an 

object lesson for Israel and for the world. 

 

This is the final purpose that God has for His people on earth before He could and even would close 

His heavenly ministry in the Most Holy place in the investigation judgment.  

 

Satan was working all through history to hinder God’s people to cooperate with God so that they 

would not be able to accomplish their character to this heavenly pattern. But Jesus came and brought 

the possibility to achieve the character of Christ in our own life. 

 

“Satan was exulting that he had succeeded in debasing the image of God in humanity. Then Jesus 

came to restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the character that 

has been ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the will. He came to lift us 

up from the dust, to reshape the marred character after the pattern of His divine character, and to 

make it beautiful with His own glory.” (DA p. 37) 

 

“In God's plan for His ancient people, He gave the command, "On the first day of the first month shalt 

thou set up the tabernacle." We have no tabernacle to set up as had the children of Israel, but we have 
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a work of building to do, the importance of which all need to understand. Let us remember that 

character is not the result of accident, but day by day it is forming for good or for evil. Great 

importance attaches to this work of character building; for it is far-reaching in its results. We are 

builders for time and for eternity. “
1
 

                                                           
1 E.G.White, CD-Rom , -PT- Australasian Record -DT- 01-05-14 -AT- Thoughts for the  new Year -PR- 02 
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 The visible manifestation of the Glory of God 

 

When through the grace and help of Jesus and through the sustaining work of the Holy Spirit this work 

of character-building will be accomplished within the remnant-people of God, then the hour will 

come, when Jesus will close his heavenly ministry and finally appear in the clouds of heaven. Then, 

and only then he will make true, what he already promised to Israel that He would not only spiritually 

and invisibly come and life within His people, but in His real presence. 

. 

This concept was already typified in the erecting of the tabernacle in the desert, and in the temple of 

Salomon. We should notice that God first told Moses exactly, how he is supposed to build the 

tabernacle. So under the guidance of Moses the tabernacle was made in total accordance with the 

description God had given. Moses finally had to put all things on the right places, and only then he 

could hope that the Lord would manifest Himself as He had promised. (Ex. 25,8) 

 

I firmly believe that God’s signs of presence would not have been appeared, if only one thing would 

not have been made according to the heavenly pattern. Moses would have had to correct this, and 

change things. This could have taken some time to do it, and by this the manifestation of God’s 

presence would have logically delayed!   

 

 The finishing of the tabernacle as a type for the finishing of God’s work of the purification of 

his sanctuary at the endtime 

 

It is very interesting that only after Moses had finished all the work according to the heavenly pattern, 

the visible presence of the Lord was manifested in the tabernacle. And at this time nobody could enter 

in the tabernacle. (EX. 40,33-35) 

 

Would it not be an exact type for the finishing of Gods work at the time of the end!? The finishing of 

the tabernacle from this view would not only be so much the finishing of the proclamation of the 

gospel in the whole world, as many Adventists see it today, 
2
 but the accent would be much more on 

the finishing of the work that has to be accomplished on the character of the people of God. When this 

work is done in our life, the finishing of the proclamation of the gospel would be the logical result. 

This work of character-building has to do with the purification of the sanctuary, that Daniel 8: 14 are 

taking about.  

But as we saw in all the statements of E.G. White the purification of the sanctuary in heaven is greatly 

dependent upon the purification of the spiritual sanctuary of God’s people on earth! We cannot 

separate the one from the other, it just goes together! But lot of Theologians and people within our 

ranks do not see it like that. In contrary they would strongly argue against it. 
3
  

 

                                                           
2  For example Ralph Neall in “How long o Lord” p.67    

Also ROY Adams In “Why are we waiting?”  Advents Review,  E.G. White estate File 1018  
3
 Many theologians and believers in our church today do not agree with this concept. For example 

Roy Adams says that the “sanctuary to be restored, justified, cleansed, at the end of the 2300 evenings and mornings of Dan. 8,14 is 

not an earthly one at all, but rather a celestical.” “The Sanctuary” p. 98  (underlining supplied)  

Frank Hoolbrook also denies the connection between reaching the accomplishment of character-perfection in the remnant church, as a 

condition for the finishing of the purification of the heavenly sanctuary. He even disagrees with the principal idea, that the cleansing of 

the sanctuary in heaven depends upon the cleansing of Gods people on earth. And he seems to speak also for other people when he says 

:“While we disagree with the idea that “the cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven is depending upon the cleansing of God’s people on 

earth, it is evident that the worldwide announcement that the preadvent judgment is presently in session (Rev. 14:6,7), places a strong 

emphasis upon the ethical requirements of the gospel. ” The atoning Priesthood of Jesus Christ”  p.`192-193  
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I however think we should understand that as long as this work of purification and building of the 

character of God’s people would not be accomplished, the visible presence of our Lord could not 

really be expected, as it could not have been expected before the finishing of the literal sanctuary in 

Old-Testament time.  

But we have to remember that this work of restoration and purification is not a work that we have to 

do, but a work that God has promised to do within and in cooperation with us. It’s exactly as He 

established the literal sanctuary in the dessert and the literal temple in the time of Salomon. It is His 

plan that He wants to accomplish with his people, not ours.  

To us is, just to ask ourselves if we are doing on our part exactly to the pattern that God has revealed 

us by Jesus Christ concerning His character? Could it be that some things in our life are not yet really 

according to His pattern? Do we, as individuals, and as a church still need more purification of our 

character, and not just more worldwide missionary activities? 

Could that even be a reason, why Jesus has not come yet? Is He really waiting and longing for that 

accomplishment of His character in our life?  

 

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the 

character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as 

His own. -(“Last Day Events” p 39) 

 

“In God's plan for His ancient people, He gave the command, "On the first day of the first month shalt 

thou set up the tabernacle." We have no tabernacle to set up as had the children of Israel, but we have 

a work of building to do, the importance of which all need to understand. Let us remember that 

character is not the result of accident, but day by day it is forming for good or for evil. Great 

importance attaches to this work of character building; for it is far-reaching in its results. We are 

builders for time and for eternity. Few realize the power of habit. Examine your own heart and life in 

the light of God's Word, and ask yourself, "What has my record been for the year that is just closing? 

What advancement have I made in the Christian life? What victories have I gained? And what have I 

done to help others, and to lead them to Christ?" 

 

 “    Those who take Christ at His word, and surrender their souls to His keeping, their lives to His 

ordering, will find peace and quietude. Nothing of the world can make them sad when Jesus makes 

them glad by His presence. In perfect acquiescence there is perfect rest. The Lord says, "Thou wilt 

keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 

Thee: because he trusteth in Thee." Isa. 26:3. Our lives may seem a tangle; but as we commit 

ourselves to the wise Master Worker, He will bring out the pattern of life and character that will be 

to His own glory. And that character which expresses the glory—character of Christ will be 

received into the Paradise of God. A renovated race shall walk with Him in white, for they are 

worthy.   DA 321 

 

“God had committed to His people a work to be accomplished on earth. The third angel's message 

was to be given, the minds of believers were to be directed to the heavenly sanctuary, where Christ 

had entered to make atonement of His people. The Sabbath reform was to be carried forward. The 

breach in the law of God must be made up. The message must be proclaimed with a loud voice, that 

all the inhabitants of earth might receive the warning. The people of God must purify their souls 

through obedience to the truth, and be prepared to stand without fault before Him at His coming.”  

(Ev.695) 

 

We really should have a good knowledge of this eschatological concept that we find in E.G.White’s 

writings. I do not think that any Theologian has ever been able to give us such a deep insight. In 
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contrary there will be a lot who will strongly oppose this concept. But we have to be aware that Satan 

himself would be very disturbed about such a message. He surely would do every effort to hinder that 

the people of God even get to this knowledge. E.G. White is also clear on this eschatological effort of 

Satan to keep the people in darkness. 

 

Satan works to keep the people of God in darkness 
 

Light must come to the people through agents whom God shall choose, who will give the note of 

warning, that none may be in ignorance of the purposes of God or the devices of Satan. At the great 

heart of the work, Satan will use his hellish arts to the utmost. He will seek in every possible way to 

interpose himself between the people and God, and shut away the light that God would have come to 

his children. It is his design to keep them in 

ignorance of what shall come upon the earth.  

All should be prepared to hear the signal trumpet of the watchman, and be ready to pass the word 

along the walls of Zion, that the people may prepare themselves for the conflict. The people must not 

be left to stumble their way along in darkness, not knowing what is before them, and unprepared for 

the great issues that are coming. There is a work to be done for this time in fitting a people to stand in 

the day of trouble, and all must act their part in this work. They must be clothed with the 

righteousness of Christ, and be so fortified by the truth, that the delusions of Satan shall not be 

accepted by them as genuine manifestations of the power of God. ( RH- 12-24-89) 

 

Satan sure knows and understand the issue of this truth in the sanctuary message better than many of 

us do, so no wonder that no message in the history of our church are more resisted, discussed, and 

rejected then exactly this message. Is it not great time to see it more clear, and to stand up for this 

truth? 

 

 

 The delay in the purification of the sanctuary 
 

Could it be possible that we are able to delay the process of purifying the sanctuary, because we are 

often not ready to capture this precious light and this present truth that heaven wants us to give in this 

regard? Do we not need a great purification concerning this truth within our church?  But we should 

also know that this truth stands not alone, it is connected with lots of other points of truth. The 

disappointment of 1844 was a good demonstration for that. It was already a historic point, where the 

remnant church had to get cleansed from different errors and traditions. And it seemed that the only 

way that God could purify them, was by a great affliction. It was similar to the experience that already 

the disciples had to go through to get purified from a false thinking. 
 

“Purposes of infinite mercy were reaching their fulfillment, even though the disappointment of the disciples. 

While their hearts had been won by the divine grace and power of His teaching, who "spake as never man 

spake," yet intermingled with the pure gold of their love for Jesus, was the base alloy of worldly pride and 

selfish ambitions. Even in the Passover chamber, at that solemn hour when their Master was already entering 

the shadow of Gethsemane, there was "a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest." 

Luke 22:24.  

Their vision was filled with the throne, the crown, and the glory, while just before them lay the shame and 

agony of the garden, the judgment hall, the cross of Calvary. It was their pride of heart, their thirst for worldly 

glory, that had led them to cling so tenaciously to the false teaching of their time, and to pass unheeded the 

Saviour's words showing the true nature of His kingdom, and pointing forward to His agony and death. And 

these error resulted in the trial--sharp but needful--which was permitted for their correction. Though the 
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disciples had mistaken the meaning of their message, and had failed to realize their expectations, yet they had 

preached the warning given them of God, and the Lord would reward their faith and honor their obedience. To 

them was to be entrusted the work of heralding to all nations the glorious gospel of their risen Lord. It was to 

prepare them for this work that the experience which seemed to them so bitter had been permitted.  (GC  349) 

 

 

„As the disciples were mistaken in regard to the kingdom to be set up at the end of the seventy weeks, so 

Adventists were mistaken in regard to the event to take place at the expiration of the 2300 days. In both cases 

there was an acceptance of, or rather an adherence to, popular errors that blinded the mind to the truth. Both 

classes fulfilled the will of God in delivering the message which he desired to be given, and both, through their 

own misapprehension of their message, suffered disappointment.... 

The disappointment also, though the result of their own misapprehension of the message which they gave, was 

to be overruled for good. It would test the hearts of those who had professed to receive the warning... 

This test would reveal the strength of those who with real faith had obeyed what they believed to be the 

teaching of the Word and the Spirit of God. It would teach them, as only such an experience could, the danger 

of accepting the theories and interpretations of men, instead of making the Bible its own interpreter. To the 

children of faith the perplexity and sorrow resulting from their error, would work the needed correction. They 

would be led to a closer study of the prophetic word. They would be taught to examine more carefully the 

foundation of their faith, and to reject everything, however widely accepted by the Christian world, that was 

not founded upon the Scriptures of truth. 

With these believers, as with the first disciples, that which in the hour of trial seemed dark to their 

understanding, would afterward be made plain. GC 353- 354 

 

God therefore already started at this time to purify the church from many errors, which were connected 

with that subject. But the work or purification in this sense is not yet accomplished, but it has to be, 

and it will be accomplished before Jesus comes! 

 

How important would it really be for the coming of Jesus, and the finishing of his work in the 

heavenly sanctuary, that we get also purified from errors and traditions concerning the truth and 

doctrines? 

 
 


